TAKING THE LAND
A STUDY OF THE BOOK OF JOSHUA

Introduction:  God uses anointed and called men and women to lead His people to their promised land.  You can only lead if you know where you are going.  Joshua waited 40 years for his opportunity to lead. This book shows the power of finally walking in your victory.  Possessing the promise, claiming the full blessing.  

To understand this military leader, you must understand his background.  God had been preparing Joshua for many years to take the leadership of His people Israel.  

Moses was God’s man for bringing Israel deliverance out of the land of Egypt.  Joshua was God’s man to bring them into the land of promise.  Moses was God’s instrument for giving the law, Joshua’s was God’s instrument for applying the law and promises to full possession. 

Joshua was born as a slave in Egypt about 40 years before the Exodus.  He was the son of Nun, of the tribe of Ephraim (I Chronicles 7:20, 27).  His name was originally Hoshea (Numbers 18:8) meaning salvation, Moses renamed him Joshua, meaning The Lord is Salvation (Numbers 13:16).  He was Moses military commander when the Israelites defeated the Amalakites in Rephidim about 2 months later (Exodus 17:8-16).
Joshua was a close aide to Moses and accompanied him part way up Mount Sinai when Moses received the Ten Commandments.  Joshua was one of the twelve sent in to spy out the land and came back with a good report with Caleb.

Before Moses death the leadership was formerly transferred to Joshua (Deuteronomy 31:23).  The people were camped at Shittim when he assumed command (Joshua 1:1,2).

Joshua is an example of great leadership.  He had been trained and mentored by Moses and faithful in serving many years under His mighty hand.  

Joshua is undoubtedly a picture of Jesus Christ.  A picture of salvation coming from the Lord.  Jesus is displayed as a mighty military commander in the New Testament book of Colossians when he lead “captivity captive” and is referred to the captain of the Lord of hosts.  Jesus defeated the final enemy of death and through His death defeated the entire hosts of Satan and all the demons.  Jesus holds the keys of death and hell.  He holds the book of the seven seals to all the universe and is the only one worthy of opening them (Revelations 5:9).

Joshua is a great example of leadership and shows us many of the principles in walking in our full blessing.   

Israel had fulfilled the 40 years of wandering in the wilderness because she was filled with fear to enter the land and believed the evil report of the 10 spies instead of Joshua and Caleb.  God used those 40 years to allow the unbelieving people to die.  Only people of faith could take the land.  Caleb also survived because of his simple faith to take His mountain that had been promised by Moses.

Everything had to die concerning the old before the new could possess the land.  Even Moses was taken up on the mountain and he saw the promised land, but never entered it.  Even he had disobeyed God by striking the rock out of anger .  God was clearly allowing the new generation to take the land.  Joshua represents that new generation. 
Moses had created the foundation of faith because he had laid the foundation through God’s commands. Everything Joshua and the people of God possessed had been promised through Moses.  Yet it took a new generation to fully possess the promise.
The book of Joshua will unlock our understanding of how God raises up a man.  God’s method of accomplishing His purpose on earth has been through appointed and anointed men and women.  Our own understanding of how God can call us and use us is found in this book.  It takes us to new heights of understanding God’s favor that can be placed on faithful servants.

THE CALL OF JOSHUA
Chapter 1 (read the chapter)

“After the death of Moses, God spake to Joshua”.   Revelation is progressive.  God willingly waits in the life of a nation or people until certain events transpire before He can take us to new things.  In our personal life He waits.  He has greater growth and blessing for us but cannot give them until we die to certain things.  God will wait for 40 years if necessary!   We are commanded to do several things to possess our blessings.  One is humble ourselves.  This is a voluntary action on our part and results in great blessings.  God’s promise to us is that He will lift us up if we bow ourselves down.  Joshua shows his heart of humility by faithful serving Moses.  We never read of Joshua ever countering Moses commands or leadership.  He reveals the true heart of a military leader by understanding chain of command.  It is this kind of understanding of authority that gives Joshua his authority with God.  He learned to hear the voice of God by listening to God’s appointed leader over him…Moses.  

This was Joshua’s first experience in hearing God’s voice personally.  It was a powerful and inclusive statement.  “now therefore arise, go over this Jordon, thou, and all this people, unto the land which I do give to them, even to the children of Israel.  Every place that the sole of your foot shall tred upon, that have I given unto you, as I said to Moses.” (verse 2)
The key to all blessing is understanding what God has told you.  You cannot possess something that God has not revealed through the rhema word.  There is a quickening word that causes you to know that you know.  It makes you move in confidence without doubt.   Faith moves mountains, but only upon the revealed word of God.  Israel had already crossed over the Red sea.  The Jordon was much smaller…but still took faith.  Almost all of those who crossed over Jordon had not crossed over the Red sea.  But they had heard about it.  The Passover was that celebration.  The fathers and mothers had instilled into their children the truth of God’s deliverance through the Red sea.  The greatest inheritance you can give your children is the journal of your walk of faith.  It prepares them for their coming victories.  I remember my uncle Adam.  He called me into a side room of his home to show his life journal of his walk of faith that he had put together for his children and grandchildren and even his great grandchildren.  He died fairly soon after finishing it.  He seemed to know his time was coming and this must be done.  His children are doing some of the greatest works around the world that I know.  Sonny, or Adam Jr. has personally built orphanages in Romania, financed large crusades in many different countries and largely carries on his father’s legacy.  Robert, his other son, has flown helicopters in New Genie with JARS (Jungle Aviation & Radio Service).  This mission organization hauls missionaries to remote locations.  
Without a vision the people perish.  Joshua received his clear vision from God along with the promise of fulfillment.  “Every place that the sole of your foot shall tread upon, that have I given unto you, as I said unto Moses.”  The prophetic is manifest through the natural world.  God uses the example of the soles of your feet for possessing.  Jesus referred to the treading on serpents with the feet.  The feet are pictures of possessing and taking territory.  “How blessed on the mountain are the feet of them who bring good tidings of great joy”!  Israel had understood about the feet.  Their shoes did not wear out the 40 years in the wilderness and now the same feet that wandered in the wilderness were to take the land.   

“As I said to Moses”…. God again and again reaffirms His word to our hearts.  

Then God defines specifically the territory they will take.  

This is the first key in taking your promises.  YOU MUST DEFINE YOUR TERRITORY!  Until you have a clear understanding of what God has promised to you, you cannot take it.  Rinhardt Bonkie could not move forward until God gave him a vision of a blood bought Africa. Now he has preached to over a million souls at one time!  Write it down.  Write down your territory that God has given you.  Your gifts, your family and household of influence.  Your business.  Your ministry calling.  Your integrity and character.  All these are your areas of territory.  You have been given it by God and now you must take it.  

You would do well to sit down and list them.  Know who you are in Christ.  Know what He has given you.  Stand on it, take it and don’t take no for an answer.  You have gained this territory by suffering, by conquering, by obedience, by revelation.  It is yours and no one can take it from you.  But you must possess it.  Many have died not walking in their full blessing.  They failed before the finish line.  Paul said, “I have finished my course”.  This is my prayer for you.   Jesus said, “It is finished” on the cross. He didn’t fall short even though He was tempted in the garden.  John received his greatest revelation on the Isle of Patmos after he had been boiled in oil.  Don’t close shop until it’s over.  Don’t say it’s time for me to retire.  I was at a mission’s conference in Atlanta, Ga. and a fine 92 years old missionary lady who had spent her life in Africa got up to speak.  This is what she said, “Many of you have been asking me if I am finally going to retire.  Well I have an announcement to make.  I am retiring!  I am putting four new ones on my car tomorrow morning!”

Define your territory.  Put it up on the walls of your home.  Place the list on your car visor.  Memorize it.  It is your territory!   You will fulfill your destiny.  You will die with satisfaction.  When you close your eyes you will hear the words in the distance, “Well done thou good and faithful servant”.  Your family will have a blessed legacy of know what your territory was and that you completed your work.  

I was mowing my grass in Longmont, Colorado many years ago. A phone call came from my grandfather who lived over 70 miles away.  He was proud that his grandson was in the ministry of preaching the gospel all over America.    I still remember the conversation.  “Jerry, come to Fort Morgan Community Hospital right away I must talk with you.”  I wondered what grandpa wanted this time.  I remember him as a great man of God and faith who when I saw him was often sitting in his rocking chair reading the Bible.  So I got in my car the drove 70 miles to grandpa’s side.  He had only been in the hospital for about 3 days with pneumonia.  I came into his hospital room and sat beside the bed.  Grandpa said, “Well, I am going home”.  Grandma who was sitting beside him on the bed responded, “No grandpa, the doctors said it would be another week”.  But that was not the home he was referring to.  He told me to take out some sheets in the drawer next to the bed.  I opened it and found several sheets.  His response surprised me.  “I want you to preach my funeral, and I wrote most of it out so you would do it right”.  I thought to myself, “Now that is victory, being able to preach your own funeral message”.  The verse he had chosen was amazing.  It was from Genesis and about the releasing of Rebecca from her father so the servant could take the new bride back to Isaac.  “Hinder me not, for the Lord has prospered my way, send me away that I may go to my master”.  Grandpa knew that he had fulfilled his destiny and his work here was over.  It was his time to leave.  He had finished “his course”.  The funeral was full of the sound of victory and triumph.  He had raised 9 children and three of his sons were lay preacher-farmers, one of which was my father.  I had stood behind the sacred desk with Uncle Harry, Uncle Ray, and my dad many times in the German brotherhood meetings where the lay preachers chose a scripture and each would speak about 20 minutes on it.  I had begun preaching at about 14 with this anointed group of lay-preachers.  It was my inheritance and the legacy of my grandfather that has given me such a passion to see lay people raised up to ministry.  My relatives were all farmers but they all considered themselves preachers.  This had started way back in Russia as German’s had migrated down to the Vulga river during the depression in the 1800’s in Germany.  They formed walled cities to protect themselves from the Turks that came in to attack them.  The conditions were so harsh that it was hard to get ordained Lutheran pastors to come there.  Two German evangelists, however, had come to many of those cities along the river and many came to Christ.  So the laity was raised up to do the ministry.  They farmed during the day and came to live in the city at night.  This is part of my territory and inheritance given to me from generations past. 

God clearly defined to Israel the exact dimensions of their possession.  This is found in verse 4.  “From the wilderness and this Lebanon even unto the great river, the river Euphrates, all the land of the Hittites, and unto the great sea toward the going down of the sun, shall be your territory”.  
The next key is DEFENDING YOUR TERRITORY.  Beginning in verse 5, God begins to tell Joshua to “be strong and of good courage”.  Three times God repeats this.  God gives the reason that Joshua can be strong.  “I will not fail thee, nor forsake thee”.  Two mighty reasons we will not fail as well.  

First is God’s faithfulness.  Our lives and ministries are not based on our strength, our witty inventions, our natural abilities, our cleaver creative concoctions.  Believe me, everything comes from God.  Ability to gain wealth, ability to serve others with anointing, ability to have health and physical blessings.  These are all from His hand.  God above all things is faithful.  Written upon the vesture of Jesus garment when He returns are the words, “Faithful and True”.  I can personally testify that God has been faithful for over 40 years of ministry.  I recall our street ministry from the nightly television program I had in Northern California.  We were mobilizing churches to the streets to minister to the homeless with large outreaches two times a month.  We called them, “San Francisco Invasions”, because we were taking the territory of the devil.  We had just started these outreaches in September of 1985.  I found the most important need of the homeless was to keep warm.  There were over 8,000 homeless living on the streets of San Francisco at the time.  God laid on my heart to give out 1,000 sleeping bags.  The homeless told me that it was the coldest winter in 20 years in early December.  I committed to give out those bags after I heard God’s clear command.  Receiving the word was the easy part.  Finding the sleeping bags was another.  The outreach was getting closer and closer and still no bags.  I knew I had heard His voice.  Two weeks before the outreach the word had already spread to the streets through the television announcements.  I cried to the Lord.  I was staying with some friends overnight in San Francisco to make final plans for the outreach.  We were to give out 1,000 sleeping bags and 1,000 turkey dinners.  It was going to be a Christmas outreach.  I got up early in the morning and begin praying.  The couple, Elvin and Lydia heard me in the living room praying.  They came out the joined me with a word.  They said, “God had given them Psalms 2 for me, “Ask of me and I will give the heathen as your inheritance.”  We weren’t really sure what that meant, but the three of us gathered to prayer and agree.  I went downtown and while walking down Market Street I saw the front page of the San Francisco Chronicle newspaper.  Hugh letters spelled out, “Roshnish Purim Ranch dissolves”.  I had heard about the 100 square mile ranch in Northern Oregon and the mystic followers of their strange leader form Asia.  I bought the paper and began reading and to my surprise the article told how the government had closed down the ranch and all the goods on the ranch were being auctioned off that next week.  The first thing mentioned was sleeping bags.  Wow!  I called the ranch and talked to the warehouse manager.  “Do you have any of those sleeping bags left?”  I asked.  “We have over 18,000 sleeping bags!   We have a 33,000 square foot warehouse filled to the ceiling with sleeping bags.”  

I had inquired about some bags all the way in New Jersey the week before and found that 5 lb polly-filled quality bags were $65.00 each.  So I knew the value of the bags they had.  Many of them were still in their new packets.  He said they wanted $8.00 each!  I told him I only had $2.00 for each but I would personally come and pick them up and bring cash.  He said I could have the bags!

I flew up in our small plane and landed at the Bagwon’s airport.  Now I knew why they called him the Bagwon…because he had so many sleeping bags, Ha!  

We got a truck to do a back haul from Oregon for free and the bags came to the streets of San Francisco after we painted letters on the side saying, “A gift from Jesus”.  God had again proven Himself faithful.  I cannot tell you how many times God has proven to be faithful!   
God responds to those who step out of the boat.  Peter walked on water.  The greatest fruit is way out on the limb.  Someone said, “Turtles only make progress when they stick out their necks”.  God loves those that will challenge His faithfulness.  He delights in proving how wonderful and powerful He really is.  Most people never experience this because they like to stay in their comfort zone.  That is why Jesus never said, “Sit ye”, but “Go ye”.  God is a God of progress and adventure.  Paul would have never visited the third heavens if he had not gone to Lystra and got stoned! The greatest dramas in history were performed by God.  Too bad He didn’t video tape the creation of the world!  As the trinity participated in creating the universe, I can just hear the Father say, “Bang, let’s throw anointer galaxy over here”!  

Joshua understood the principle of faith.  If God said it, it could be done.  Nothing was impossible with Joshua’s God.  To Joshua, Jericho was not a walled city, but a wonderful way to display God’s great power.  The Jordon wasn’t an obstacle but an opportunity to show Israel how God was going to take care of them in the land of promise.  They went over on dry ground.  Every step in the Jordon was a miracle of God’s provision and presence.  That is why God had them cross in the season of the flooding of the Jordon.  God loves big obstacles to prove His power.  Someone has said, “If the challenge is over your head and too great for you to do, it is probably God”.  Goliath stood high over David’s head and looked down with distain offended that Israel would send out a child to do their battle.  But anointed children are greater than any giant demon in the universe.  Daniel slept with lions, which had a reputation of eating men for lunch.  The fiery furnace was heated 7 times it’s normal for Israel’s three testimonies of courage.  

God told Joshua that He wanted to fulfill the promise he had given to the fathers for their children.  Generational blessing is a key to God’s covenant.  God constantly speaks of the blessing falling on the third and fourth generation.  The accumulation of blessing that comes on generations of obedient fathers is overwhelming.  I know that I am living in the blessing of my father and grandfathers.  I wish I knew more about the generations before them.  But I know enough already to know I am blessed!

God says, “…divide the inheritance which I swore unto their fathers to give them”.  This came with a condition.  It was obedience to all the law which Moses commanded.  God warns, don’t turn to the right or to the left.  Why?  “That you may prosper where ever you go” (verse 7)

Obedience is better than sacrifice.  Why?  Because sacrifices were usually given after someone has sinned.  Obedience keeps us from sin and increases the fulfillment of God’s word in our lives.  

Prosperity is a truth based on the goodness of God.  God’s goodness becomes reality when we bath our hearts and minds in the word of God.  There is one clear message from the bible.  God loves us and has good things for our lives.  His nature is goodness.  “Every good and every perfect gift is from above, from the Father of lights with whom there is no shadow of turning”.  Why does God’s goodness never cast a shadow?  Because there is only one moment on the sun dial when there are no shadows…high noon!   God’s goodness is always at high noon.  It is always operating at its optimum.  When God’s glory fell on the dedication of Solomon’s temple all of Israel gathered outside this magnificent structure and declared with one voice, “God is good and His mercy endureth forever”.  The glory of God is seen in His manifest goodness.  God’s goodness is so powerful it can bring people to repentance.  How do you reach a tough fisherman?  Jesus used the big catch with Peter.  Next thing you know Peter is on his knees repenting of his sin after the big catch.  Interesting tactic to reach men.  If people would look around they would see the goodness of the Lord in the land of the living.  They would celebrate God’s goodness everyday.  The first words they would utter in the morning is, “God your so good to me”!   The last words as they lay their heads on their pillow would be, “God, You are good”.   God’s faithfulness is to all generations!  God keeps His word.  What He promises He will perform.”  Faith is the substance of thing hoped for the evidence of things unseen.  Joshua received a vision of every tribe in Israel possessing their inheritance.  Now it just meant walking out the promise.  

How do we receive prosperity?  The heart is sinful and desperately wicked, says the bible.  We have become permeated with unbelief, doubt, discouragement, failure, fear, and even rebellion.  We have turned our backs on God’s clear commands.  The word says, “we have turned each on to his own way”.  We have exercised our minds to question God’s greatness and goodness.  We have come under demonic influence as they watch us and have seen our areas of weakness.  This is where they attack.  They watch and wait.  Generational demons hang on our backs.  Generational curses condemn us on the inside.  How can we overcome?  How can we walk in our prosperity?  

Here is the answer.   DECLARE YOUR TERRITORY.  We have already seen how we must define our territory and defend our territory.  Now we must declare it.  Verse 8 is one of the great verses in the book of Joshua.  “This book of the law shall not depart out of your mouth, but you shall meditate in it day and night, that you may observe to do all that is written in it, for then you shall make your way prosperous, and then you shall have good success.”  

Here is the key!   Memorizing and meditating.  The more you hide the word in your heart the less you will sin through doubt and disobedience.  Sin’s new testament definition is missing the mark.  The word of God will cause you to walk in not only the good will of God, but the perfect will of God.  God’s word in your heart moves your mouth.  All at once everything you see gets filtered through God’s word.  Circumstances that used to defeat and destroy you become cast down buy the word in you.  “The word of God is quick and powerful”.  It’s fast to act and absolutely cannot be overcome.  It brings life into the situation where death looms.  It brings freedom where you have been captive.  It brings joy where sadness used to reign.  It brings hope where doubts used to lie.  

We have been holding “Nights of healing” throughout Florida and mainly in Tampa Bay area.  I have observed how God’s word works.  People cast down by doctors reports and medical exams are told they will die shortly.  The word of God arises in their hearts.  Someone has said, “When the word of God becomes more real than your sickness you have your healing”.   Then the sickness is no longer unto death.  “You shall live and not die” was the scripture of Linda who was diagnosed with a fatal cancer.  She is alive and well today.  She has testified at all of our “Nights of Healing” we have held so far.  The doctors have declared her 100% free of any cancer cells. Rene was told she had 6 months to live with last stage liver disease.  She stood on the Word of God.  Even though she was prepared to die, she chose to begin to confess the word of God.  Her faith began to build as the word took over her mind and heart until our first “night of healing” at the airport Hilton on April 29th, was her point of release.  She came that night so full of expectation.  Her later testimony revealed how she “knew that she knew this was her night of healing”!  She even shared with her good friend that she would receive that night.  Healing works by faith, and faith comes by the word of God.  Doctors and medical personnel are more and more acknowledging the power of confession and faith and prayer in healing.  The doctors at Tampa General hospital still can’t figure out what happened to Rene.  They have never heard of such a case in America.  They are astounded and amazed at what happened. God is good and His mercy endureth forever.
Worship along with confession is also a powerful tool.  When you sing the word of God it even has more power.  I have been studying for years the affect that music has on healing and faith.  It has been affirmed through different sources that the sound of music lights up the cells of our bodies into a rainbow colored hue.  A research scientist has actually photographed this phenomena and I have seen the slides.  They are beautiful and majestic in color.  Cells respond to the sound of praise!  David speaks of this in the Psalms.  Our mouth holds such a key to our well being and health.  In what both goes in and what comes out.  Jesus said the most toxic thing is not what goes into the stomach, but what comes out of the mouth.  

We have all heard that the “power of life and death is in the tongue”.  We can literally began to confess the word of God and see life come to our being both physically and spiritually.  When you began to speak the word of God over your circumstance it begins to change them.  God by His word spoke the worlds into existence.  We were created in His image.  He has placed creative power in our tongue.  I know that my wife, Mariana, is very responsive to what I speak over her as her husband.  I can literally see here bloom out into her glory when I began to speak wonderful things over her.  The power of the prophetic is that it releases into the universe the confession of the mouth.  Many times as we were on the streets of San Francisco, we would hold worship rallies the night before our homeless rally the next day.  We would often speak and make declarations into the heavenlies over the city of San Francisco.  I absolutely know that it released something spiritual over the area.  We would often stretch out our hands to the North, South, East and West and declare victory and the word of God over the city.  These prophetic utterances of the word of God have power.  I remember we were on the steps of Sacramento, California the capitol of the state, and held a worship rally with six different churches.  The presence of God descended in an unusual way.  One pastor stood up to the mike and said, “I have been in Sacramento for 16 years and have not felt the presence of God like today.  I feel we are to go to the door of the state capitol and lay hands on it for righteousness and a cleansing prayer over our elected leaders”.   We did and within a month a sting operation started and one senator ended up going to prison for corruption.  He later became a powerful Christian!  
Be careful what you speak over people.  Be careful what you say over your husband, your wife and your children.  That’s why when I put my children to bed each night I speak blessing upon them.  I speak prosperity over them.  As I stroke there little heads and pray, and began to confess the word of God over them.  People tell me all the time that little Isabella and Christopher seem so at peace and happy.  I wonder why.  I have counseled so many people who have been deeply damaged by words spoken over them in their early childhood by angry and bitter parents.  I say repent!  Change your ways immediately.  Let your creative words be words of life and freedom and ones that help fulfill not only your destiny but those around you.

Once you have defined your territory, defended your territory and declared your territory, take it!  “Then Joshua commanded the people…prepare..for within three days you shall pass over this Jordon”.  (Verse 11)

Isn’t it amazing how the word of faith produces action.  Once you know that you know it isn’t hard to cross over. It may take 40 years of wandering to get to this place, but it will come.  Don’t give up!  Persistence wins the day.  Just keep your direction.  Just wait patiently.  One of my favorite verses in the New Testament is, “For you have need of patience, that after that you have done the will of God, you might receive the promise”.  The promise will come.  As sure as God is God, His word will not fail.  

“Go in to possess the land, which the Lord your God giveth you to possess it.”  (Verse 11 b)

The power of faith realizes that your source is God and He is the reason you will possess your territory.  This takes the frustration and self effort out of it.  It is not going to depend on you!  You have tried and tried again and again and failed.  This is not going to depend on Joshua, the armies of Israel, and the good intentions of God’s people.  The success totally depends on God’s faithfulness.  Joshua is going to constantly say, “Remember the word which Moses the servant of the Lord commanded you, saying, The Lord your God hath given you rest and hath given you this land”.  To hear the words of Moses it sounds as though it is already done!  That is the voice of faith.  “Faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen”.  Moses saw it completed, even though it would take years of battles and conquering the land physically.  
The Reubenites and the Gadites and half the tribe of Manasseh were given land on the wilderness side of the Jordon.  So their land was already possessed without crossing the Jordon.  But God required them to go help their brethren take the land on the other side before they could fully possess their own. 
There is a principle here of not receiving your own full blessing until you have helped others.  We are all part of the body of Christ.  When “one member suffers, we all suffer with it, when one member rejoices, we all rejoice with them”.  We often only think of individual victory, but corporate victory is also necessary for us to walk in our full blessing.  God commands us to take heed to our brother’s need.  Often our own healing comes when we pray for others.  When we sow a seed into the life of others, anointing flows through us to meet that need and on the way through, our own need is met!  I have seen this happen over and over again.  I often tell people, “When you discover your need go find someone else that has the same need but even greater and meet it.”  The widow women’s food came when she gave the last meal to Elijah.  Not only did God give her food, but solved all of her financial problems.  

Jesus told Peter, “Feed my sheep”.  Not go out to some bible conference and get fed.  We are a generation that is so self absorbed that we have largely missed the greater blessing of God.  I know people that run here and there to every bible blessing conference they can find to somehow get another key to their own blessing.  But in reality, their blessing might be living right next door in a starving widow, a family in crisis or someone on the streets that needs fed.

The greatest anointing and blessings I have walked in and experienced have been the times following outreaches on the streets of San Francisco.  I literally felt the presence of God all around me for days following these compassion outreaches.  If you want to experience miracles go on a mission trip and see what God can do through you to reach other poor people and nations.  There is a special grace that comes on your life when you go.  All at once you experience supernatural abilities you never thought you had.  God digs deeper in you and brings to the surface awesome abilities when the demand is placed on them.  

“Then you shall return into the land of your possession and enjoy it”.  There is a pleasure that comes when you reach out to others and see God’s glory come on it.  The 70 returned with joy!  They simply went out in the name of Jesus and did what He commanded.  They even fought demons in Luke chapter 10.  “The 70 returned with joy, saying, even the demons are subject to us in your name”  Even Jesus was overcome with exceptional joy in verse 21.  “At that very moment He (Jesus) rejoiced greatly in the Spirit...”   This is the only time in the New Testament gospels that Jesus is recorded to be overcome with joy.  Literally the 

Greek says He danced and twirled!  Why?  Because this was the first occasion that Jesus saw that the kingdom of God could work through the coming church.  He knew that He could transmit authority to the disciples and they would use it to help others.  It made both the disciples and Jesus have a little bit of a Holy Ghost revival right there.

We have a statement in Joshua 1:16 that sounds like the great commission of Matthew 28.  “All that thou commandest us we will do, and whithersoever thou sendest us, we will go”.

Great things can be accomplished in the kingdom of God with immediate and unconditional obedience to God’s commands and the commands of his anointed leaders.  

This obedience would lead them into danger and hardship.  But always filled with the promise of blessing.  Possessing means dispossessing the enemy.  This is not easy.  When demons and Satan have deeply entrenched themselves into the life of a family or individual, violent warfare is needed.  But victory is certain!

They also prayed that Joshua would hearken unto the voice of God as Moses did.  We must pray for our leaders.  For our pastors, for those in ministry leading us.  The armies of Saul began to defect when they saw Saul not listen to God’s voice.  It says they “followed him trembling”.  Great men of battle became afraid to go to battle with a leader that had resisted and disobeyed the voice of God.  They may go with you a couple of times, but eventually they will find someone who hears the voice of God and follow them.  These same leaders came out to David outside the cave of Adullum and as they stood there David came out to them.  He said, “Have you come to kill us or join us?”  They responded, “David, we see that God is with you, we have come to join you”.  These were the mighty leaders of Saul’s army defecting to David.  If you want to be a leader of God’s people you must spend time with God and hear His voice.  You must manifest the living presence of God in your life.  You must stay broken and open to God.  This gives you authority to lead.

Then the people made an astounding statement.  “Whosoever he be that doth rebel against thy commandment, and will not hearken unto thy words in all that thou commandest him, he shall be put to death:  only be strong and of good courage”.  (Verse 18)

These leaders of Israel knew that the only way God would bless and give victory, was if there was total unity.  Years ago I started a church in Niwot, Colorado.  This little body began to grow and God raised up 6 elders in the church.  I practiced a principle as their pastor.  I made a decision that I would not proceed with any decisions in the church without 100% agreement among the elders.  We met every Wednesday night at my home for a potluck dinner and then prayer.  We made all forward moving decisions for that church on our knees and in agreement.  We never had a split in the church or even families leave.  All that we did was in agreement.  If we had a disagreement over some policy or future decision, we waited until all were in agreement.  We didn’t have division in the church.  One elder saying one thing and another saying something else.  Things moved more slowly, but with the power of unity.  The church grew and grew with blessing.  We had plenty money in the bank to do whatever we needed.  We helped people with personal financial needs over and over again because the spirit of unity created a spirit of abundance.  What do you do when someone is in disagreement with you and you feel you have heard the voice of God?  Keep praying for them and yourself.  God will change either them or you.  Clearly these leaders knew the power of unity and agreement.  They didn’t want to even enter the land until this was manifest.  The great battles of life are easily won with the power of agreement.  Jesus said, “If two of you agree as touching these things, they shall be done of my Father in heaven”.  In Acts, “They were all with one accord in one place, and the place was shaken”.

Israel was now ready to enter the land, cross over Jordon and fully take the promise!  
